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The basic ethics of academic writing requires you to cite the paper, author or publication, from whom you 
are taking any data or piece of information. The best essay writing service will always provide you well-cited 
writing "essay writing service". If you are unaware of what citations are and how the writers incorporate 
them in their writing, this is just the article for you. 

 

What are Citations? 

When you write an essay, you base your arguments on the available evidence. This evidence is the reported 
information by other books, papers, and publications. So, when you write their information in your essay, 
you have to mention to whom the information originally belongs to. 

This is called a citation. When writers cite a source, they mention the author, publication, and the article’s 
name or book’s name.  

Steps to Cite a Source 

To get an overview of the process followed in citing a source, you can go through the following steps: 

Know your Citation Styles 

There are multiple citation styles like APA, MLA, Harvard, Chicago, IEEE, etc. Usually, the institute and the 
instructors mention the citation style that they want you to follow. If not, then you should select according 
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to the demand of your field of study. For example, the writers of biological sciences use APA style, while 
those of Philosophy use MLA style.  

Determine the Source of Citation 

While you are drawing any piece of information or data from a specific source, identify it. Identification 
means that you have to check if it’s a research paper or book. Further on, you also have to find out the 
author’s name, year of publication, journal or publisher, chapter or volume, etc. 

Start with in-text Citation 

The in-text citation refers to naming the source within the paragraphs or your writing. The in-text citation is 
usually written within the parentheses at the end of the sentence or the paragraph. The author’s name and 
the year of publication are mentioned in it.  

Create a Bibliography Section at the End of Your Essay 

Detail citations are written in a separate section at the end. It is called the bibliography. To properly cite 
sources in the bibliography, you should follow the below-mentioned steps.  

Read the rules of citation style: Different citation styles have different rules regarding detailed citations. 
These changes occur in placing the author’s name, publication name, and year of publication.  

Some citation styles require page numbers and volume numbers also, while others do not. Also, the style of 
writing the author’s name varies. Some write the initials only, while others write the initials of the first or 
last name. A few citation styles also require mentioning the DOI numbers or digital links of the published 
papers or books. 

Organize your citations according to your text: You might have used certain sources in the first 
paragraph of your essay. Similarly, there will be other sources used elsewhere in the paragraph.  

You need to organize your citation according to their usage. Link the in-text citations with the detailed 

citations in the bibliography. 

Writing the bibliography: Lastly, you will write the arranged citations according to your chosen style in 
the bibliography section. The order of citations in the bibliography also varies as per the chosen style.  

Some citation styles require numbering the references according to the order of usage in the text. For 
example, a reference used in the first paragraph will be numbered 1. The reference used in the eighth 
paragraph will be 20. Keep in mind that the reference numbered 1, if used in the tenth paragraph, will still 
be numbered 1. This is because it was the first reference to be used "essay writer".  Other citation styles 
enlist the references in alphabetical order, regardless of their usage in the text.  The benefit of reading and 

understanding the citation process is that you can identify if your essay writer has given wrong citations. So, 
you can call for revisions. Moreover, you should be able to provide clear guidelines to the writing service 
regarding the style of citation that is required.  
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